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book, and its conclusions are widely accepted in the workingmen's creed." In his New York mayoralty campaign in 1886 Hemy George enjoyed the support of both the trade unions and the socialists.
Although the ideas of Henry George aroused many plain people to passionate indignation against economic inequality, the single-tax doctrine did not win general acceptance and exerted little practical influence on land taxation. The interests of the small propertied class generally ran counter to his proposal to confiscate the unearned increment on land. Most fanners were cold toward the single-tax idea because farm profits and potential profits were dependent upon increasing land values. Moreover, the unearned increments of mines, real, estate, and other knded properties were distributed in widely held insurance policies, stocks, bonds, and mortgages. Henry George in reality never understood the pervasive nature of capitalistic society. Consequently he provided for no adequate political means for effecting his program. Nor did he understand the obstacles in the way of mobilizing power behind a program that in effect would have entailed a virtual revolution against capitalism. His failure, like the failure of many other reformers in this period, arose from an overconfidence in the power and altruism of the individual and from an underestimate of the momentum and pervasiveness of corporate wealth.
Proposals for Public Control
Among the proposals for the restoi^tion of individual opportunity to the mass of the people the doctrine of breaking down or controlling monopolies enjoyed general popularity. Opposition to monopoly was rooted in English thought and law and had been reflected in the program of the Locofoco Democrats in Andrew Jackson's day. The rapid advance of monopolies during and immediately after the Civfl War aroused bitter resentment in the minds of small businessmen, urban workers, and especially farmers. Throughout the western states farmers met on July 4, 1873, to listen to the reading of "The Farmers' Declaration of Independence." This stirring document condemned the "tyranny of monopoly" and demanded the dissolution or control of trusts by government action. Farmers also believed that the cooperative creameries, elevators.